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Most of the villages are self-contained. In some almost every house
has one or more charkhas actually working. The yarn made in each village
is woven generally by the village Panchamas. Even orthodox Brahmins
have been getting their clothes made by their Panchama brethren. In
most of the villages more than 50 per cent wear khaddar made by them-
selves. In some the percentage is as high as 95.
Remarking upon untouchability, they say :
We were surprised at the extraordinary progress made by some of
the villages in this area in their attempt to remove untouchability
within so short a time. We could not believe that it was humanly pos-
sible to effect such a revolution in the minds of these countrymen of
ours. We found the so-called untouchables admitted into the Panchayat
Board. In some places orthodox Brahmins took the Panchamas by hand
and seated them in their midst, and in some places they are admitted into
the premises of Brahmins to do the same services which other castes have
been doing. One rich Brahmin gentleman told us that he and some of his
friends in the neighbouring villages would spend all their income to
make provision for their needy Panchama brethren.
Their final opinion, however, is :
In some villages untouchability has ceased to exist and in several it
is likely to disappear soon. We consider the progress not uniform and
not sufficient.
Their final summing-up is :
No doubt all this is a good record, but it is difficult to see how
far the masses can remain absolutely peaceful if more drastic and in-
human measures are employed. The time at their disposal for discipline
has been too short. They have been just at the beginning of the fight.
We consider it more advisable to postpone the campaign until the people
have sufficient time to steel their hearts against all engines of oppression.
I have given relevant extracts from this valuable report to
show : (1) the utter impartiality with which the Commissioners
approach their mission, (2) the marvellous progress made in the
selected area in fulfilling the conditions laid down by the Congress,
(3) the necessity for much greater work before the idea of civil
disobedience could be approached with any confidence. I am
aware that extraordinary efforts were being put forth in many
parts of India for due fulfilment of the Congress conditions in order
that the people might be able to exercise the privilege of civil dis-
obedience. That in itself is certainly a matter for congratulation,
but the work of construction ought not to have to depend upon